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‘He was a father
figure to all of us’

Mr Frank,
legend of

the courts

John Hamilton

IT seemed half of Mel-
bourne had gathered
yesterday to farewell one
Its greatest legal charac-
ters and forceful advo-
cates — Francis Eugene
Jozeph Galbally.

He was the man judges,
policemen and criminals
alike called Mr Frank. The
man whose large and loving
family ealled Faoll,

They were all there at St
Patrick’s Cathadral vesterday
mormning to honour the man
wiho was defenes counsel in
300 murder trals and who
disd on Getober 12, just the
duy before his 83rd birthday.

Former Chief Justice John
Harber Phillips delivered one
af the esulogies and present
and farmer judges of the Su-
preme and County Court were
there, unrobed, just ardinary
mourners on the pews to sup-
port him.

Ho were prominent eriminal
defence QC's, other silks and
Instructing solicitors,

But thers were MANY more
than lwyers wha gathered to
mourn #s Mr Frank's eight
children earried his pine cas
ket with the plain wooden
handlezs up the steps into the
cathedral to lay it before the
high altar

HBome among the mourners
preferred to stay in the sha-
dows behind dark glasses and
left unrecognised.

The only adornment on Mr
Frank's simple casket as his
children carried him (rom the
Tobin Bros silver hearse was
his own small personal ereei-
fix on top. When he left they
adeded hiz Bible.

Morm  Orewther, BB, was
there Lo say goodbye to Mr
Frank. Norm played full-back
for Collingwood between 1938
and 1942, That was the year he
rlieyed with Prink Galbally

*T don"t Lhink he played
many games but he was just
such a terrific bloke,” Mr
Crewther said.

Paul Delianis was there, too
Onee he was the chiel of the
homicide squad, retiring from
the police foree as deputy
commissioner.

But he remembered the
tkmee when he was o police

Grandpa gone: Mr Galbally's grandchiidren cry.
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Goodbye to Foff: the coffin is carried from the cathedral.

eourls, up against Mr Frank
for the defence.

And he recalled the cunning
and guile of the lawyer, how he
had aceused the jwlu*r' onee af
invenling a "magic key” in a
case involving a robbery and a
sale cracker.

Doreen Stockdale was there
with nilne other ladies

They aall themselves Gal's
Girls and meet at least onece a
year for a reanion.

Yesterday was a sad one.

“We agll waorked at one time
in his office.” Doresn said,

YHe gave me my (rst jobh
when [ was 18,

“He was a father Qgure to all
of us. When somebody got
engaged he'd throw a party
for everyone, He was such a
tarrific boss."

Father Peter Norden, who
celebrated the funeral mass
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described Frank Galbally as
“one of Australia’s (nest de-
fence lawyers™

“As they said about Pather
John Brospan (the former
prison chaplainy, he worked
with a terrible lot of people.

“In the heydays of his mur-
der trials, in the 1980s and
1970z, Frank Galbally still
taught the catechism at his
local sehool.

*He was aman able to abide
by his own principles in word
and deed.’

Ten of Mr Frunk's grand-
children read prayers in the
cathedral before his son 5i-
mon gave the family eulogy.

“He was simply a bemutiful
mun ..., h# was 8 man for
others, He had a volee of Heuid
gold . .. he saw the best in all,
ragmrdless of their background,
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Leaving church: widow Bemadatte Galbally with son Simon. Pictures: CRAIG BORROW

Legal giant who
‘cast aside law’

company of a labourer as he
was in the company of a
prime minister,’

And in his work, said his son,
“He was a master of the bluff, a
master of the bulldust™.

But it was Mr Frank's four-
year-old grandson Finnbar
Galbally who had the last
word. He drew a pieture in the
funeral program and added
this message:

“Lots of times we went to
spe Foffie. I loved him be-
cause he was kind. When we
visited him we had a cup of
tea and biscults. We chatted
to him and listened to his
favourite musiec

“Then he began to get older
and older and older — and he
stopped talking to us,

“He could still hear us and
knew what we said. He will
like the place he is going.™

MELBOURNE legal master
Frank Galbally was fare-
welled yesterday in a simple,
plantation pine cofMin,

It was a fitting send alT for a
man born inte a poor Irish
family and who grew up as a
child of the Great Depression.

Despite a glittering legal
career thalt brought him
wealth and the friendship of
prime miinisters and  andi-
ences with two Popes, Mr
Galbally never forgot where
he: came from.

Mourners at St Patrick's
Cathedral paid tribute to a
mian deseribed as Australia’s
grealest eriminal advocate
und who became a legend for
winning unwinnable cases.

Collingwood president Ed-
die MeGuire represented the
cluby so loved by Mr Gulbally
and Lo say goodbye Lo a man
":Ihn '.E.'H:Ishil.l_ the heart of the
Magpie family.

Although H‘w Tuneral was
attended by the great and the
good, also present were the
nat-so-good — a few old lags
who had a win agalnst the
odds in some distant court
case thanks (o the man ':hq,
called Mr Frank.

Mr Galbally insisted in his
final, Mailing wvears thal his
Mmineral be simple, relecting
the valwes thal shaped his
unshakeahle beliel in justice in
his working and family life,

The silver-haired, silver-
tongued advocale died a day
short of his E3ird birthday
after years of erippling pain
from arihritis and then a
hattle with Alzheimer's dis-
case thal robbed him of his
magnilficent mind and voice.

In (ribules many people
have deseribed Nre Gallallv a=

Norrie Ross

man whoe could charm juries
with his elogquence,

But Simon Galbally said his
father was simply a “master
of hulldust”,

If the mass was a largely
solemn afMair, the wake at the
Lexus Cenlre, home of Col-
lingwood's rebirth, was a time
to tell the legion of stories
that made the Galbally myth.

Peter Ward, a partner at
Galbally and O'Brvan, the
firm Mr Galbally made great
with his reputation, said he
would be remembered as “ihe
greatest advocate in criminal
law Australia has ever seen™,

Top Melbourne QC Terry
Forrest, an articled clerk with
Mr Galhally, recalled being
asked by him to bring six
lwrge law books into a Suo-
preme Court murder trial

Mr Forrest sald he was
puzzled becauze Mr Galbally
rarely resorted to the law to
Wi cises.

In his summing up to the
jury Mr Galbally pleaded:
“Ladies and gr]lllcmpn. this is
nol a case abont the bw, This
is o case aboul love,”

With a theatrical sweep he
threw the law books on to the
floor and thundered, “cast
aside the Lw",

His client was aequilted.

And in the order-olservice
hooklet Mr Galbally's four-
year-old grandson Finnbar
wrole of visiling his beloved
Foll's in a nursing home,

“He will like the place he is
Eoing, He will be happy. He
will talk again and probably
ride bikes,” = Finnbar.




